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‘No hands but yours’

Statue resforation uses casting of artist’s hands to replace damaged ones

BY SAM LUCERO | THE COMPASS

INSTITUTE — St. Teresa of

Avila once said, “Christ has no
body on earth now but yours,
no hands but yours ..." Bruce
Nufer, a retired art teacher from
Menasha who restores religious
statues, took the second part of
this metaphor literally.

On June 16, Nufer, a member
of St. Mary Parish in Menasha,
completed a restoration project
on a life-size statue of Jesus
outside of SS. Peter and Paul
Church. The statue’s hands
were damaged and Nufer had to
make concrete castings of his
own hands to replace the ones
he removed.

“Apparently some vandals
knocked off all of the fingers
on the statue, leaving it looking
damaged and awkward,” Nufer
told The Compass prior to mak-
ing the trip to Door County.

“This job is unlike any resto-
ration I've attempted before,”
he said. “Probably my biggest
challenge was casting a new
pair of hands for the statue.
That’s not something | do ev-
ery day. Fortunately, my own
hands were a close match in
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SAM LUCERO | THE COMPASS

Bruce Nufer, a member of St. Mary Parish in Menasha, holds
the two concrete hands he created to replace the ones dam-

aged by vandals.

size, so that was a good start.”

The most difficult part of cre-
ating new hands for the statue
was pouring the concrete.

“I bought a foam-like casting
material, but concrete doesn’t
pour that well into a mold with
features like this,” Nufer said.
“I probably cast six sets of
hands (to create) the right con-
sistency so that the new hands
would have enough details and
enough strength.”

The project was also compli-

cated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Al Birnschein, finance
chairperson at SS. Peter and
Paul Parish, said the project
was delayed more than a year
due to the pandemic. When the
parish began plans to restore the
statue, Birnschein said someone
told him about Nufer, whose
restoration work was featured in
The Compass in 2016.

Our full story appears in the
July 2 issue.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are delving into the Letter to
the Galatians, a little at a time. We
have seen that these Christians
find themselves in conflict on
how to live the faith. The Apostle
Paul begins writing his Letter
by reminding them of their past
relationship, his unease at being
far from them, and the unchang-
ing love he retains for each one of
them. However, he does not fail
to point out his concern that the
Galatians should follow the correct
path: it is the concern of a father,
who has generated the com-
munities in the faith. His intention
is very clear: it is necessary to
reaffirm the novelty of the Gospel,
which the Galatians received
through his preaching, to build the
true identity on which to base their
existence. And this is the principle:
to reaffirm the newness of the
Gospel, which the Galatians had
received from the Apostle.

+ Pope Francis, June 30, 2021
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Bishop Ricken lifts dispensation for Sunday Mass attendance

BY SAM LUCERO | THE COMPASS

ALLOUEZ — Bishop David Ricken has an-
nounced that he is lifting the dispensation from
the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. The
obligation will return on Sunday, Aug. 15, the
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary into heaven.

Bishop Ricken stated that while the CO-
VID-19 pandemic “brought great sufferings of

illness and loss of life among our families, ...
we now find greater health returning to our
communities.”

“Since we are experiencing greater health in
our communities and our parishes, after much
discernment and consultation, | have decided
to lift the dispensation from the obligation to
attend Sunday Mass,” he wrote.

Bishop Ricken first granted the dispensa-
tion on March 13, 2020, as the spread of the

COVID-19 virus grew throughout northeast
Wisconsin. The initial dispensation was granted
for the last three Sundays of March. Four days
later, he announced that the dispensation would
be extended “for the next four to eight weeks.”
On Aug. 31, 2020, the bishops of Wisconsin
issued a statement announcing plans for an
end to the dispensation in all five dioceses.

Our full story appears in the July 16 issue.







